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bill. Every year their Subcommittee
does the vitally important work of bal-
ancing the multitude of priorities that
make up this nation’s defense. Their
work becomes more important every
year as our nation leaves behind the
more predictable Cold War era.

I am pleased that this bill contains
full funding for the second New Attack
Submarine. This highly capable and
relatively inexpensive class of sub-
marines will take a lead role in the de-
fense of this nation well into the 21st
century. This submarine is exactly the
type of military asset that we will rely
on in the years to come. It is multi-
mission capable, it will make use of
new technology as it develops, and it
will be able to remain on station at all
corners of the earth.

This bill also provides for the heli-
copter needs of the Army and the Na-
tional Guard. Both the Blackhawk and
the Comanche helicopter programs
achieved significant increases beyond
the President’s request. This year,
strong Congressional support brought
the number of Blackhawk-type heli-
copters from the 22 requested by the
Administration to 34. I hope that as the
Administration develops the Fiscal
Year 2000 defense budget, it will take
into account the fact that the Army,
Navy, and National Guard need these
helicopters sooner rather than later.
We need 36 helicopters per year to ful-
fill requirements expeditiously and to
trigger the savings that would come
from a purchase of that size. The Co-
manche helicopter, still in develop-
ment, enjoys a similar level of Con-
gressional support that is matched
only by the support it enjoys at the
Pentagon. This bill’s support for the
Comanche is reassuring.

I am particularly pleased that two
amendments that I offered to this bill
were accepted. The first will expand
the Defense Department’s programs
aimed at monitoring and researching
Lyme Disease. The disease is a serious
problem in the Northeast and is listed
by the Defense Department as a mili-
tarily significant disease for troops
stationed within the United States and
deployed worldwide. The sooner we
confront this disease with the nec-
essary resources, the sooner the De-
fense Department and this nation will
be able to avoid the significant losses
from this terrible disease.

Also, I am glad that the Senate in-
cluded my amendment that will elimi-
nate the delay in processing Army pen-
sions. All military retirees are due a
pension and medical benefits beginning
at age 60. My amendment will ensure
that pensioners receive their payments
and benefits on time. Mr. Arthur
Greenberg, of Hamden, Connecticut,
first brought this problem to my atten-
tion several weeks ago. He wrote a let-
ter to me and stated that the Army had
told him that he would not receive his
pension or medical benefits until nine
months after his 60th birthday. To my
surprise, Mr. Greenberg’s case was not
an isolated incident. The Army told me

that 40% of its caseload was back-
logged. This is absolutely unsatisfac-
tory, and that is why I put this amend-
ment forward. This amendment directs
the Secretary of the Army to eliminate
the backlog by the end of this calendar
year and to submit a report to Con-
gress on the matter. I fully expect that
those who put their lives at risk to de-
fend this nation will soon begin to re-
ceive their pensions and benefits, as ex-
pected, on their 60th birthday.

In sum, this bill is a responsible ef-
fort to provide for the national defense
for Fiscal Year 1999. The New Attack
Submarine, Comanche and Blackhawk
helicopters, F–22 and F/A–18 fighters,
C–17 cargo aircraft, and the many other
assets that this bill funds are vitally
important to protecting our way of life
and our interests throughout the
world. As usual, the men and women in
my home state of Connecticut, whether
they serve in the military or in the de-
fense industry, will play important
roles with respect to this bill. Overall,
I support this bill, and I am glad that
this body has nearly unanimously
agreed on it.∑
f

IDAHO’S 116TH—THE SNAKE RIVER
BRIGADE

∑ Mr. KEMPTHORNE. Mr. President, I
rise today to offer my praise for the
men and women of the Idaho National
Guard as they prepare to complete
their exercise at our nation’s crown
jewel for desert warfare training.

It is, Mr. President, the National
Training Center (NTC) at Fort Irwin,
California. It is in those harsh and
challenging conditions that our Army
and National Guard personnel receive
the best training of any armed force in
the world.

I had the pleasure of spending this
past weekend with the 116th Cavalry
Brigade of the Idaho Army National
Guard as they conducted Operation
Desert Avenger at the NTC. The 116th,
also called the Snake River Brigade, is
only the second National Guard bri-
gade to train at NTC in eight years.
And from what I saw, Mr. President,
they are more than holding their own.

Under the leadership of The Adjutant
General, Major General Jack Kane,
Brigade Commander Colonel Lawrence
LaFrenz, Sergeant Major Austin
Cummins and Brigade Sergeant Major
Patrick Murphy, the men and women
of the 116th have set an example that
all future National Guard units will be
hard-pressed to match.

Mr. President, the Snake River Bri-
gade spent over two years preparing for
their training rotation at NTC. Not
only was there the logistical problems
associated with getting more than 1,700
Idahoans and their equipment to Cali-
fornia, but they supplemented the
Idaho Guard with units from 41 other
states and Canada. Nearly 5,000 men
and women of the National Guard are
taking part in Operation Desert Aveng-
er. One can only imagine the myriad of
details that had to be handled to make

this exercise a success. Think of all the
planning that had to be done years
ahead of the actual training. Mr. Presi-
dent, under the guidance of the Adju-
tant General and his staff, I believe
Idaho’s 116th Brigade has developed the
model for how Guard units should pre-
pare for this high intensity training.

Not only was the Snake River Bri-
gade prepared, they performed above
expectations. While these training ex-
ercises are not a test, the performance
is observed and evaluated. The goal is
to make the leadership and troops per-
form to the best of their ability. On the
day I visited, the 116th beat the opposi-
tion forces. That is significant. Active
duty Army units that come to NTC on
a regular basis that don’t do that.
Those Idahoans can now go home with
their heads held high. Talking with the
tank crews, artillery units and support
teams later, you can see the devotion
they have and how high morale is. I’ll
tell you, Mr. President, had there been
a National Guard recruiter on the field
right after that battle, many of those
soldiers would have immediately
signed up for another tour of duty.

All Idahoans can be proud of the citi-
zen-soldiers of the Snake River Bri-
gade, and I would like to salute them
here in the United States Senate.

These men and women are on call,
prepared to defend our freedom. Mr.
President, we owe a tremendous debt of
gratitude to the families of these patri-
ots, who support them at home, and to
the employers, who allow them the
time away from work to attend train-
ing like NTC.∑

f

THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN IN AG-
RICULTURE, HELD IN WASHING-
TON, D.C., ON JUNE 28–JULY 2,
1998

∑ Mr. LEAHY. The role of women in
the production and development of the
global agriculture system has histori-
cally been largely overlooked. Women,
however, are an indispensable part of
the system, producing 65% of the
world’s food supply. They have histori-
cally held the primary burden for the
production, acquisition, and prepara-
tion of food for their households. Ac-
cording to the International Food Pol-
icy Research Institute, in Africa
women produce up to 80% of the total
food supply.

Women contribute a great deal to the
agricultural backbone upon which we
all rely, and yet they too often go
without praise or thanks. I want to rec-
ognize the invaluable role that women
play in feeding the world.

In the last few years, several impor-
tant steps have been taken to assure
that women working in agriculture
around the world are given the recogni-
tion they deserve. In 1994, the First
International Conference on Women in
Agriculture was held in Melbourne,
Australia. It was designed as a forum
for women involved in agriculture to
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come together and share their experi-
ences while learning more about suc-
cessful farming and agri-business tech-
niques. This conference was one of the
first attempts to call attention to the
specific roles women play in the agri-
cultural world.

The following year, the Fourth
United Nations World Conference on
Women was held in Beijing, China. It
was at this international conference
that a decision was made to call on the
world’s governments to finally measure
and value uncompensated work by
women, including agricultural labor, in
their respective country’s official sta-
tistics.

In 1997, President Clinton proclaimed
October 15 as International Rural
Women’s Day. In doing so, he again
brought to the world’s attention that
rural women comprise more than one-
quarter of the world’s population and
form the basis of much of the world’s
agricultural economy. These important
events provide a substantial foundation
that we must continue to build upon.

The Second International Conference
for Women in Agriculture, recently
held here in our nation’s capitol, con-
tinued to capitalize upon the efforts of
the past by focusing on the status of
women and their agricultural contribu-
tions to the world. Women from all
parts of world, including my home
state of Vermont, gathered to discuss
and learn about the major concerns of
women in agriculture.

Ten Vermonters, including farmers
and representatives from the Vermont
Department of Agriculture and the
Vermont State Farm Bureau, attended
the conference. Linda Aines, Beverly
Bishop, Diane Bothfeld, Nancy Bruce,
Kate Duesterberg, Bunny Flint, Debra
Heleba, Sandra Holt, Martha Izzi,
Lindsey Ketchel, Daphne Makinson,
Kristin Mason, and Mary Peabody par-
ticipated in the conference and con-
tributed to the events with an ex-
tremely well-received exhibit of photo-
graphs and goods produced by Vermont
women, including cheese and maple
syrup. These women joined with rep-
resentatives from throughout the coun-
try and the world to discuss agri-
culture issues while celebrating their
roles as food producers. Issues ranged
from protection from banned chemicals
and hazardous equipment to bio-
technology, some of the most debated
and contentious agriculture issues fac-
ing our world today.

We need to continue to nurture the
seed of promise and hope planted by
the Women in Agriculture Conference.
At the conclusion of the conference a
caucus of women representatives, in-
cluding Vermont’s, presented a resolu-
tion declaring that the role and rights
of women in agriculture should be re-
spected and supported by the nations
and societies they serve and that they
be valued and consulted as equal part-
ners in the production and trade of ag-
ricultural goods around the world. We
must not ignore this resolution and the
movement it represents. Mr. President,

I ask that the text of resolution be
placed in the RECORD after my re-
marks.

Women involved in agriculture
around the globe deserve our apprecia-
tion and respect and have gone far too
long without it. Conferences such as
the one held in Washington bring at-
tention to the plight of women in agri-
culture while aiding the communica-
tion between women in agriculture in
the advanced world and women in the
developing one.

A great deal more work needs to be
done, however, before the dreams and
ambitions of women involved in agri-
culture everywhere are realized. I im-
plore all the members of Congress to
join me in acknowledging our debts to
the women of the agricultural world,
celebrate their attempts to bring their
work to the attention of the world, and
help to make their ambitions and goals
reality.

The resolution follows:
RESOLUTION OF THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL
CONFERENCE FOR WOMEN IN AGRICULTURE

Whereas women are an integral and criti-
cal part of the global food production sys-
tem, producing 65 percent of the world’s food
supply; and

Whereas a stable and reliable supply of safe
and nutritious food is an essential compo-
nent of human health and a hallmark of na-
tional prosperity, and is in the best interest
of global security; and

Whereas maintaining an ample food supply
depends on an agriculture that is respectful
of those who work the land, respectful of the
environment, and sustainable over the long
term, be it therefore

Resolved, That the role and rights of
women in agriculture must be respected and
supported by the nations and the societies
that they serve; that women involved in ag-
riculture, whether by choice or by need,
shall be valued and consulted as equal part-
ners in the production and trade of agricul-
tural goods, and that women in agriculture
shall be valued and consulted as well in the
best practicable methods of agricultural pro-
duction to sustain human health, inter-
national prosperity, and the global environ-
ment.∑

f

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY
ESTIMATES OF THE 1002 AREA

∑ Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, the
Nation’s gold repository at Fort Knox,
Kentucky is an acknowledged asset—
cuddled, counted and cared for.

But the Nation has a potential
‘‘black gold’’ repository under the Arc-
tic Oil Reserve (AOR) that is largely
ignored by the Administration—denied,
discounted and disputed.

Should someone try to tunnel under
Fort Knox to borrow a few tons of gold
from the vaults, retribution would be
swift—remember ‘‘Goldfinger’’?

Yet safe, environmentally sound de-
velopment at the edge of ANWR at the
Sourdough site could potentially si-
phon off barrels of oil belonging to the
U.S. Government. Where is James Bond
when we need him?

Certainly not in the person of Sec-
retary of the Interior Bruce Babbitt,
the purported watchdog of the Nation’s
natural resources.

To the contrary, Secretary Babbitt
put his head in the tundra back in 1995
and pronounced the Arctic Oil Re-
serve’s oil possibilities to be very low
at about 898 million barrels.

In May 1998, the Secretary’s own sci-
entists at the U.S. Geological Survey
begged to differ. Their estimate based
on three years of work by more than 40
geologists and other professionals is
that a mean of 7.7 billion barrels of
producible oil may reside in the 1002
Area of the AOR.

In the interest of looking at this
amazing leap in the estimate of
ANWR’s producible oil, I chaired a
hearing of the Senate Energy and Nat-
ural Resources Committee last week,
and invited the U.S. Geological Survey
to participate.

Three things rang clear at that hear-
ing.

First, while these estimates were the
highest ever and proved the 1002 area of
the AOR has the greatest potential of
securing our Nation’s energy needs—
they were extremely conservative.

For instance, these estimates were
based on a minimum economic field
size of 512 million barrels. When in
practice the minimum economic field
size in Alaska is much lower than that.

Northstar: 145 mm/bb (With a sub-sea
pipeline) is deemed economic; Badami:
120 mm/bb is deemed economic; Lib-
erty: 120 mm/bb is deemed economic
Sourdough: 100+ mm/bb (adjacent to
AOR) is deemed economic.

The Second fact that rang clear is
while these new estimates show a
clearer picture of the Western portion
of the AOR, much remains unclear
about the oil and gas potential of the
massive structures present in the East-
ern portion.

While the USGS has slightly down-
graded the potential of that specific
area, they do not have the data that in-
dustry has from actually drilling a
well.

And I can assure you that those with
knowledge of what that well con-
tained—the select few—remain very op-
timistic about the potential oil and gas
reserves of the Eastern portion.

Third, technology has increased so
dramatically that we can now extract
greater amounts of oil from wells with
far less impact on the environment at
a cost 30% less than 10 years ago.

Consider this, Mr. President. In June
of 1994, Amerada Hess concluded the
Northstar field in Alaska was uneco-
nomic because development would ex-
ceed $1.2 billion and eventually sold the
field to BP.

Today, BP expects to begin produc-
tion of that field’s 145 million barrels
of reserves in 2000. Estimated develop-
ment costs: $350 million—a 70% reduc-
tion from just 4 years ago.

Mr. President, all these factors point
toward the logical conclusion that un-
derlying the 1.5 million-acre oil reserve
in Alaska lies greater reserves than re-
cently estimated, and we need to con-
firm them with better science.

Dr. Thomas J. Casadevall, acting di-
rector of the USGS, was very clear in
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